
 

SALISBURY CATHEDRAL SCHOOL 

S28 Collection by minors and children walking  

alone to and from school 

 

 

There are no laws around age or distance of walking to school. A families' guide to the law states: 

“There is no law prohibiting children from being out on their own at any age. It is a matter of judgement for 

parents to decide when children can play out on their own, walk to the shops or school." 

 

Parents / carers are legally obliged to ensure their children get to school and attend regularly, but this in 

itself does not disallow independent travel. However as a school we are responsible for the welfare of our 

pupils and therefore have to consider what we believe is good practice in ensuring the safety of our pupils. 

 
 

THIS SECTION BELOW IS IN THE CURRENT PARENT HANDBOOK. 

 

3.6 Travelling to School 
 
Cycle helmets should always be worn and bicycles may be left in the bicycle racks at the front of the school, 
but parents should ensure that appropriate bike locks are used. The school is not able to accept liability for 
any damage or theft of bicycles. We expect all pupils to be escorted by an adult when travelling to or from 
school.  Parents must provide a written request to the Head should they wish their child to travel alone.  
 
Request forms can be found at the end of this policy S28, which is also located on the School website. 
 
Those pupils who live within the Close may walk to school unescorted at their parents’ discretion but this 
must be with the Head’s agreement.  Parents who would like their child to travel unescorted to or from 
school and who live outside the Close should write to the Head to inform her of their intention.  It is school 
policy that members of the school staff are not allowed to give any child permission to travel unescorted.   
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POLICY IN FULL  

 

Pupils in the Early Years, Key Stage 1 and Year 3 

 

Our agreed school policy is that no pupil in the Early Years, Key Stage 1 and Year 3  should walk to or from 

school on their own or be left on their own on the school premises either before or after school.  

Our wrap around care is in place every morning and evening and is for your convenience. 

 

Pupils will not be handed over to other adults unless the school has been informed by the parent/carer that 

they have made this arrangement. Parents/carers are requested to keep the school informed of any changes 

in arrangements. If no one turns up to collect a child, they will be kept in school and named contacts on the 

emergency contact sheets will be contacted. (Late collection of children 14b(i)) ​
In addition, staff are to hand over pupils to named adults or older siblings provided they are fourteen years 

old or above and the school has been given written permission with the proforma provided.  

 

Parents/ carers of children who wish their children to be escorted to or from school are recommended to 

follow these guidelines: 

●​ Siblings responsible for collection to be fourteen years or older. 

●​ Someone at home to meet the children on their arrival. 

●​ If any child does not arrive home within the agreed timeframe, parents / carers must immediately 

notify the school in order that appropriate action can be taken, which may include contacting the 

emergency services. 

●​ Parents and carers must complete the school-issued permission form if they wish their child to be 

collected by a sibling. This form must be signed and returned prior to consent being granted. For 

safeguarding reasons, pupils will not be released to a sibling unless written authorisation has been 

received. 

●​ If at any time a member of staff feels that a pupil or their sibling may be at risk walking home 

without an adult, the school reserves the right to keep those children in school. In such instances, 

14b(i) Late Collection Policy will be followed. 

 

If walking: 

●​ It is the parent’s / carer’s responsibility to check the route that their child(ren) may walk home, in 

order to make an assessment of the appropriateness of the journey. 

●​ It is the responsibility of parents / carers to ensure that they are satisfied their child(ren) are 

capable of undertaking the proposed journey safely and independently. 

●​ During winter months and / or inclement weather, the pupil must be dressed appropriately.  

●​ For safety reasons, pupils are expected to wear reflective clothing during darker mornings, 

evenings, or in misty conditions to ensure they are clearly visible to road users. 

●​ We advise that pupils should have an inexpensive mobile with parents’ and school telephone 

numbers. (Mobiles must be handed in at the reception desk each morning and collected on leaving 

school). 

●​ The journey should not take longer than 30 minutes to walk. 
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Pupils in Years 4 to 8 (walking home from school escorted by a sibling (under age of 18 yrs) or other 

minor) 
 

Parents / carers of children who wish their children to walk home, escorted by a sibling or other minor 

(under the age of 18 yrs), must write to request permission from the Head. 

 

 

Pupils in Years 4 to 8 (walking home unescorted) 
 

There is no set age when children are ready to walk to school or home on their own. Parents / carers of 

children who wish their children to walk home unescorted by an adult, at the end of the school day, must 

write to request permission from the Head. If everyone is in agreement, parents must adhere to the 

following guidelines: 

 

●​ Children must be in years 4-8. 

●​ It is the parent’s / carer’s responsibility to check the route that their child(ren) may walk home in 

order to make an assessment of the appropriateness of the journey. 

●​ It is the responsibility of parents / carers to ensure that they are satisfied their child(ren) are 

capable of undertaking the proposed journey safely and independently. 

●​ During winter months and / or inclement weather, children must be dressed appropriately. The 

pupil should wear some reflective clothing on darker / misty mornings / evenings. 

●​ We advise that pupils should have an inexpensive mobile with parents’ and school telephone 

numbers. (Mobiles must be handed in at the reception desk each morning and collected on leaving 

school). 

●​ For children in Years 4, 5 and 6, there must be someone at home to meet the child on their arrival. 

●​ The journey should not take longer than 30 minutes to walk. 

●​ If any child does not arrive home within the agreed timeframe, parents / carers must immediately 

notify the school in order that appropriate action can be taken, which may include contacting the 

emergency services. 

●​ Parents / carers must complete a school-issued permission form if they wish their child to walk 

home unaccompanied. This form will be provided by the school and must be returned, signed, 

before consent is granted. For safeguarding reasons, pupils will not be permitted to walk home 

without written parental / carer authorisation. 

●​ If at any time a member of staff feels that a pupil may be at risk walking home without an adult, 

they will be kept in school and named contacts on the emergency contact sheets will be contacted 

for the children to be collected.  
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Permission for pupils to be collected by sibling 
 

Person with parental responsibility to complete and return this reply slip to school. 

 

 

Name of child: ____________________________   Year:_____________________ 

 

• I wish to inform you that my child will be collected by their sibling 

 

Sibling’s name: _______________________  ​ ​ Age:  _____________________ 

 

to/from school on a regular basis. I will notify you immediately should this arrangement change. 

 

• I have read and understood the guidelines, systems and reasonable 

precautions set out in ‘policy on safeguarding pupils collection and walking to and from school’. 

 

• I understand that it is my responsibility and not the school’s once my child 

has left the school premises. 

 

The Head (or other senior member of staff) maintains the right to refuse to allow the sibling to 

collect a child if they are concerned for their welfare. 

 

 

Signed: ___________________________​ ​ Relationship with child: ________________ 

 

(Name printed): ______________________​
 

Date:____________________________ 
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Permission for pupils to walk to and from school unaccompanied 
 

Person with parental responsibility to complete and return this reply slip to school. 

 

Name of child: ____________________________   Year:_____________________ 

 

• I wish to inform you that my child will be walking to/from school on a regular 

basis. I will notify you immediately should this arrangement change. 

 

• I have read and understood the guidelines, systems and reasonable 

precautions set out in ‘policy on safeguarding pupils walking to and from school alone’. 

 

• I understand that it is my responsibility and not the school’s once my child 

has left the school premises. 

 

The Head (or other senior member of staff) maintains the right to refuse to allow the sibling to 

collect a child if they are concerned for their welfare. 

 

Signed: __________________________​ Relationship with child: ________________ 

 

(Name printed): ___________________​
 

Date: ____________________________ 
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